
Nepal School of Social Work  
 

 

 
January 02, 2012 
 
To  
 
 
 
Subject:  

 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 
Warm Greetings from Nepal School of Social Work! 
 
Nepal School of Social Work is organizing second edition of the course on Ȱ)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÓÍ 
ÁÎÄ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 7ÏÒËȱȢ 

This course is designed to provide theoretical knowledge and skills on volunteerism. Nepal School 
of Social work as an umbrella organization of two social work colleges namely Kadambari Memorial 
College, affiliate Purbanchal University and Nepal College of Development Studies affiliate Tribhuvan 
University has been organizing courses on different issues having link with social work from its inception. 
These issues are a concern for all development practitioners and social workers as they are of national 
importance. Conferences on Transition and Peace Building in Nepal: Opportunities and Challenges, 2007, 
International Consortium on Social Development (ICSD, 2008), Demystifying Development, 2010 and Global 
Environmental Governance, 2010 and course on Political Theory in 2006 are some of its activities.   

In 2011 a Certificate Course on Volunteerism, Civic Skills and Social Work was organized in 
partnership with CCS Italy. As continuity, the second edition of the course titled Introduction to 
Volunteerism and Social Work is open for admission. The course is meant for development practitioners. 
The course is planned to be launched with a video conference program to celebrate Martin Luther Day at 
US Embassy.  

This letter is to request participation from your organization to enroll in the course. It is also to 
explore other possibilities of partnership to make the course more effective.  
 
Should you have further queries, please write to us at vswnepal@gmail.com and/or call us at 9851123102 
and 2030346/4782982. 
 
Thank you and looking forward to your positive response. 
 
With Kind Regards, 
 
 
Pradeep Raj Giri 
Program Coordinator 
  

GaneshMarg, Sankhamul, Kathmandu Nepal, 012030346/ 014782982,  

academianssw@gmail.com, vswnepal@gmail.com 

 
 

N
u

rt
u

ri
n

g
 Y

o
u

n
g

 P
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a

l S
o

c
ia

l 
W

o
rk

e
rs 
T

o
 C

re
a

te
 A

 J
u

s
t 
S

o
c
ie

ty 

mailto:academianssw@gmail.com
mailto:vswnepal@gmail.com


 
 

 Course on  

Introduction to Volunteerism 
and Social Work 

 
B Y :   N E P A L  S C H O O L  O F  S O  I  A L  W O R K 

CCS I T A L  Y Nepal Country Office 
 

Why another Certi ficate Course? 
 

Teaching is one of the central functions of an educational institute and so it is for the Nepal School of Social 

Work. Citizens must be involved to make a democracy effective and vibrant. It is not only citizens right, but it 

is citizens duty to participate in our political process. By participating we can help improve the quality of 

government. But improvements take time and we need to be patient and not expect too much from our 

government right away. Other countries have had democracy for hundreds of years. Nepal has only had 

democracy for a little over a decade and more time is needed for our new democracy to be effective in solving 

our social problems. 

 

Teaching about Volunteerism and Social Work is new in the South Asia Region. Over the past decade some 

schools of social work and public administration in the western countries have offered this course realizing 

the need for the professionals who need to gain clarity on these concepts applied in their day to day work. 

 

At Nepal School of Social Work teaching, training and research is at the core of the activities. The School 

draws on rich experience and expertise of the member institutions. The institutions are leading in the areas 

of Social Work Education and Development Studies and hence this certificate course has been a natural to 

extension of NSSW work in the area of voluntarism and civic engagement. 
 

Why Volunteerism and civic engagement? 
 

Volunteerism is an essential ingredient for transforming the society, improving the ways people li ve. At the 

heart of the concepts of volunteerism there are the ideals and principles of solidarity and altruism. The idea 

is simple: each individual has a role to play in the community and in the society at large through small and 

simple contributions. The course wants to ignite a new interest in making people involved and engaged in 

community initiative, creating a Serving and Volunteering society. 

 

Moreover 2011 was the 10th anniversary of the International Year of Volunteerism (IYV+10) and was 

also marked as European Year of Volunteering. This means that Volunteerism has been high on the global 

agenda with the preparation of the fi rst global Report on the Status of Volunteerism in the world and a 

specific session at the UN General Assembly on Volunteerism. 

 

In the occasion of the latest international Day of Volunteerism celebrated on 5th December, a national 

conference on volunteerism and MDG was held in Kathmandu, highlighting the contributions of 

volunteerism towards the achievements of the Mill ennium Development Goals. The first global report on 

Volunteerism was officially launched by His Excellency, the President of Nepal. 

 

This international momentum also offers a great opportunity for Nepal, a country that already boosts 

extraordinary examples of altruism and grassroots level community service, often linked to cultural traditions 

still strong and alive. Currently the National Planning Commission with its volunteering arm, NDVS is 

drafting a national volunteering policy and the course will offer an opportunity to discuss and offer 

contributions to the process through preparation of position papers and case studies. 

 

The Course will  offer an opportunity to analyze and discuss the current status of volunteerism in Nepal 

with the possibility to propose a new agenda for mainstreaming it in the daily life of all the citizens. 



  What is Social Work? 
 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century,  social  work  education  has  grown  worldwide, including  

throughout the South Asia Region. The history of social work education and training in Nepal is rather 

nascent. Imparting social work education and training is a challenging task in Nepal due to the ongoing 

political instability, multicultural issues and lack of social work educators, and the lack of a professional 

association, in addition to the lack of government recognition for the social work profession in the country. 

 

Social work in Nepal can be traced back through many forms of voluntary work by religious and cultural 

institutions such as guthi (clan based association), dharmashala (free residences for the poor) and 

patipauwa (public resting place) in Nepal. Alms giving to the poor and disabled are widely practices even 

today. This practice is rooted in the concept of Dan (Charity) in order to please the gods and to seek a better 

life both at present and in the next life. 

 

The First Edition in 2011 

Nepal School of Social Work (NSSW) and Centro Cooperazione Sviluppo Nepal Office (CCS Italy NCO) 

jointly organized the first edition of the course from February to July 2011. Class was held every Sunday from 2 

to 6 oôclock. There were altogether 15 participants from various settings such as NGO, Degree graduate etc. 

The main objective of the course was to help participant to know more about the concept of volunteerism and 

social work. Guest lecture from VSO, UNV, and GAN share their work on volunteerism and took some classes. 

On social work part representative from NSSW discussed about the social work profession in Nepal, Methods 

of Social Work, Skills required for Social Workers etc.  

Fifteen Champions of Volunteerism were graduated on July and a graduation ceremony was conducted on June 

with Jaganath Adhikari, Director of NDVS, as chief guest and Ms. Amanda Jacobson, then cultural affair 

officers at US Embassy as special guest. Other volunteer promoting organizations also took actively part in the 

conference in the program such as My Social Responsibility, NDVS, VSO, Restless Development and others. 

The Conference saw the launch of the Kathmandu Declaration for the Promotion of Volunteerism, an advocacy 

manifesto that promotes the concept of volunteering based society in Nepal. 

 

The Second Edition in 2012 

The second edition of the Course will continue to offer an incredible opportunity for discussing and reviewing 

best practices and methodologies for promotion of volunteerism and social work related community 

mobilization and engagement. It will be run on weekly basis, on Sunday mornings 9.00 to 12.30 with few 

Sundays afternoon classes to allow international video lecturing. 

The Course will be conducted by social work and volunteerism practitioners with several resources persons 

from community mobilizing organization, not for profit and private companies. 

The Course will also count on the advisory and lecturing role of Dr Jurgen Grotz, an international expert on 

volunteerism based in UK. Dr Grotz is an independent researcher, a Visiting Research Fellow at Roehampton 

Universityôs Centre for the Study of Voluntary and Community Activity and an Associate at the Institute for 

Volunteering Research.  

For more information and queries please contact 

Mr. Pradeep Raj Giri at Nepal School of Social 

Work: 

Mobile: 9851123102  

Land Line: 01-2030346 or 4782982 

E-mail: vswnepal@gmail.com 

www.nepalschoolofsocialwork.org 

http://www.facebook.com/events/284726171578883\ 
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